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Voices Against Gun Violence 

A Community Standing Together for a Safer Future 

A Project of Maine Immigrant & Refugee Services (MEIRS)  •  June 2026 

 

A Message from Our Executive Director 

First, thank you. To every parent who came carrying worry in their heart, every young person who found 

the courage to speak, and every neighbor who simply showed up — thank you. To our partners, our faith 

leaders, our law enforcement, our elected officials, and the victims and families who trusted us with their 

stories — thank you. This work belongs to all of you, and it could not have happened without you. 

Gun violence is not a headline to us. It is the empty seat at the table. It is the parent who lies awake at 

night. It is the child who tells us, in their own words, that they do not feel safe. We launched this 

campaign because our community deserves more than fear — and because I believe, with all my heart, 

that together we have the power to change it. 

Over thirty days, we opened our doors and our hearts. We held honest conversations with parents, youth, 

and stakeholders — many of them closed to media — so that no one had to be afraid to speak. What I 

heard in those rooms will stay with me forever. I heard pain, yes. But I also heard hope rising louder than 

fear, and a community ready to stand together. 

Our young people asked the questions that matter most: where are the guns coming from, and what can 

we do? Those questions are now ours to carry. And in every room, I heard the same answer taking shape 

— a shared call for accountability, and a promise to act, together. 

On June 26th, we brought everyone to the same table — the District Attorney, our Police Chief and 

officers, the Mayor, our State Representative, faith leaders, community leaders, and the families who have 

lost the most. Our agenda that day was simple but bold: to move from talking to acting, to name where 

accountability lies — for our youth, our parents, our institutions, and our leaders — and to commit, 

together, to the collaboration this moment demands. 

We did not stop at conversation. Together we distributed safe gun storage boxes, lifted up the voices of 

our youth, stood shoulder to shoulder with the Maine Gun Safety Coalition, and welcomed more than 150 

neighbors who signed our pledge to stand against gun violence. 
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This is only the beginning. MEIRS has already committed to keep meeting with parents, youth, and 

stakeholders in the months ahead. We will keep listening. We will keep showing up. And we will not rest 

until every child in our community can grow up free from the fear of gun violence. Together, our voices 

are louder than the violence — and together, we will be heard. 

With gratitude and hope, 

Rilwan Osman 
Executive Director, Maine Immigrant & Refugee Services 

Our Campaign 

Over thirty days, we ran our 30 Days, 30 Voices campaign to confront gun violence in our community 

and to ask, together, how we can mitigate its rise. We met with parents and youth across our city to listen, 

to learn, and to build a shared commitment to keeping our neighborhoods safe. This report captures what 

we heard, what we did, and what we are committing to continue. 

We were intentional about how we created these spaces. We held our meetings and sessions with parents, 

youth, and stakeholders without media present, so that everyone in the room could speak openly and 

honestly — free to share their fears, their stories, and their ideas without fear of judgment or exposure. 

That trust is what made the real conversations possible. 

Our 30 Days, Week by Week 

Across the month of June, our 30 Days, 30 Voices campaign moved through four weeks of action — each 

one building on the last. 

WEEK 1 
June 1–7 

We launched the campaign and set the tone. Over 100 neighbors signed our 

pledge at the kickoff, and our Executive Director, Rilwan Osman, carried our 

message to the Maine Gun Safety Coalition event in Brunswick. We began 

distributing safe gun storage boxes to families. 

 

WEEK 2 
June 8–14 

We centered our young people. We gathered and shared youth voices on gun 

violence, and held conversations with parents and youth in safe, media-free 

spaces where families could speak openly and without fear. 

 

WEEK 3 
June 15–21 

We widened the circle. We met with faith leaders, community leaders, and 

stakeholders, continued sharing gun safety resources and safe storage boxes, 

and kept gathering pledges across our community. 

 

WEEK 4 
June 22–30 

We brought decision-makers to the table. On June 26th we held a closed 

meeting with the District Attorney, Lewiston Police and the Police Chief, the 

Mayor, a State Representative, community leaders, victims of gun violence, 

and faith leaders — an honest conversation about accountability and 

collaboration. We closed the month with over 150 pledges signed and a 

commitment to keep going. 
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June 5th Campaign Kickoff 

We launched our 30 Days, 30 Voices campaign on June 5th, 2026. From the very first day, our 

community answered the call: over 100 individuals signed our pledge to stand against gun violence. That 

early show of commitment set the tone for the month ahead and reminded us that we are not alone in this 

work. 

 
Our Join Our Voices kickoff — community members gathering at the MEIRS table. 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Signing the pledge to stand against gun violence 

Photo by LePictures 
 

Safe gun storage lock boxes available to families 
Photo by LePictures 
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Wearing orange in solidarity 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Neighbors in conversation at the kickoff 

Photo by LePictures 

 

View more photos:  MEIRS Gun Safety by LePictures 

Speaking Out in Brunswick 

On June 6th, 2026, our Executive Director, Rilwan Osman, spoke at a Maine Gun Safety Coalition event 

in Brunswick, Maine. He carried our community’s message beyond Lewiston, joining partners across the 

state to call for action on gun safety and to stand with families working to keep their communities safe. 

View the event photos:  Gun Safety Brunswick by LePictures 

 
Executive Director Rilwan Osman addressing the Maine Gun Safety Coalition event in Brunswick. 

Photo by LePictures 

https://lexpi.pixieset.com/meirsgunsafety/
https://lexpi.pixieset.com/gunsafety/
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Speaking out against gun violence 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Standing with the Maine Gun Safety Coalition 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Coalition members in conversation 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Gathering in solidarity 

Photo by LePictures 

 

June 26th Closed Stakeholder Meeting 

On June 26th, 2026, we held a closed meeting that brought decision-makers and our community to the 

same table. In the room were the District Attorney, the Lewiston Police Department including the Police 

Chief, the Mayor of the City of Lewiston, a State Representative, community leaders, victims of gun 

violence, and faith leaders. 

Together we had a tough conversation — an honest one. We did not look away from how hard this issue 

is, and we did not pretend there are easy answers. What united the room was a shared determination to 

act. 

What We Heard 

The theme that ran through our 30 days was clear: there is continued fear — among parents, among 

youth, and among stakeholders. That fear is real, and we name it honestly. 

But fear was not the only thing we heard. We also heard hope. We heard caring. And we heard a genuine 

willingness to make changes in our city to address gun violence. We heard a call for accountability — 

accountability for the kids involved in gun violence, accountability for parents, for police, for legislators, 

and for community leaders. And above all, we heard that an effort to collaborate is what this moment 

requires. 
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“Where are the kids getting guns? And what can we do?” 

 

That question came from our community, and it is the question we carry forward. It is not rhetorical. It is 

the work. 

Youth Voices 

Our young people spoke for themselves. We gathered videos from youth across our community sharing 

what gun violence means to them, what they fear, and what they hope for. Their words are the heart of 

this campaign. 

Watch the youth videos:  lexpi.pixieset.com/gunviolencevideo 

Action We Took 

We did not stop at conversation. We distributed safe gun boxes to help families store firearms securely 

and keep them out of the wrong hands. Our June 26th event was held in collaboration with the COA, and 

we partnered with the Maine Gun Safety Coalition, who generously donated the safe gun boxes that made 

this distribution possible. 

 

30 

Days of Action 

30 

Youth Voices 

150+ 

Pledges Signed 

 

A Community That Showed Up 

Over 150 people signed our pledge to stand against gun violence. Each signature is a neighbor choosing 

to be part of the solution — a public commitment to a safer city for our children. 

https://lexpi.pixieset.com/gunviolencevideo/
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Join Our Voices — Against Gun Violence 

Photo by LePictures 

 
Adding their name to the pledge 

Photo by LePictures 

Our Commitment 

At Maine Immigrant & Refugee Services, addressing gun violence is not a one-time campaign — it is a 

lasting commitment to our community. We have already planned to continue meeting with parents, youth, 

and stakeholders about gun violence in the months ahead, keeping their voices at the center of this work. 

We commit to continue distributing safe gun storage boxes and sharing gun safety resources with families 

across our city. We commit to partner with law enforcement, faith leaders, elected officials, victims, and 

community organizations, because collaboration is what this moment requires. 

We commit to hold all of us accountable — our young people, our parents, our institutions, and ourselves. 

And we commit to keep this conversation alive long after June, until every family in our community can 

feel safe. 

Keeping Our Promise: July Parent Meeting 

We said this work would not end in June — and it has not. On July 13, 2026, we convened a parent 

meeting with the District Attorney, the Lewiston Police Chief, and police officers to talk openly about the 

challenges our families face. The themes that surfaced echoed what we heard from stakeholders 

throughout our campaign: real fear, real hope, and a shared call for accountability. 

In one of the most powerful moments of the evening, our elders spoke directly to younger parents about 

accountability — wisdom passed between generations, and a reminder that raising safe children is a 

responsibility we all carry together. 

One theme rose again and again: the systemic gaps in the juvenile system. Parents and law enforcement 

alike named the ways the current system leaves families without the tools and follow-through this 
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moment requires. Naming that gap honestly is the first step toward closing it — and it is now part of the 

work we carry forward. 

Our Work Continues 

Our work was not only June. This is a conversation and an awareness that we will continue to have in our 

community. The fear is real, but so is the hope — and so is our resolve. We will keep listening, keep 

partnering, and keep holding ourselves and one another accountable until our streets are safe. 

 

Stand with us. The conversation does not end here. 


